EXAMPLE OF EXAM QUESTIONS FOR GENERAL MEDICINE (HNE-35306)

Respiratory system 

a. Describe at least three symptoms encountered in patients with pulmonary emphysema.
b. Describe two typical signs that can be expected on the X ray of the chest in patients with this disease. Explain how these signs are produced.


c. What is the most probable cause of oedema at the ankles in patients with serious pulmonary emphysema? 


Gastro intestinal system

a. Name at least four disease processes of the GI-tract.

b. Describe briefly how GORD (Gastro-Oesophageal Reflux Disease) can lead to oesophageal cancer.

c. Name three functions of the stomach.

d. Which bacteria is an important contributor to gastric problems, such as ulcers and cancer? How is this treated?
Cardiovascular system

a. Explain the underlying problem in failure of the left heart and in failure of the right heart.

b. Give two of the most important symptoms that are characteristic of each of these forms of heart failure.
c. Give two therapeutic options that can be used to treat both types of heart failure.

Urogenital system

a. Name at least three symptoms/signs encountered in patients with a urinary tract infection.

b. Explain why a urinary tract infection in patients with obstruction of the ureter might become life-threatening.
c. Stone formation in the urinary tract might predispose to urinary tract infections. Why? Might stone formation be promoted by a urinary tract infection? Explain your answer.
d. Different infective organisms might be involved in a sexually transmitted disease (STD). Name two of them. Which are the most common symptoms of STD in women?

Neurology 

a. Intracerebral bleeding can be seen in patients with hypertension. What might be the symptoms if the bleeding is in the right basal ganglia?

b. Is in most cases of stroke the cause an intracerebral bleeding, or is it something else?

c. How can be determined with certainty whether the cause is a bleeding or not?

d.
If such a patient has a paralysed leg, what do you expect if you elicit the knee jerk reflex in this leg?

Oncology

a.
Name two different types of breast cancer. Which of these is most common and has a better prognosis?
b.
How can we diagnose the different types of breast cancer?

c.
How is a small (< 1 cm), non-metastatic (not in lymph nodes, nor in other organs) breast tumour classified according to the TNM system? How would it be classified when the lymph nodes were found to be positive?

d.
Which different therapeutic options do exist for breast cancer which is not metastasised to the lymph nodes or other organs?

e.
What percentage (approximately!) of breast cancer can be explained by inheritance only? Is your risk of getting breast cancer 100% when you carry the BRCA1 or BRCA2 mutated gene?
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